


Operation
The Blackstone Billybox
allows footswitch selection of
two different overdrive
sounds. The pilot light
changes color when you
toggle between these two
sounds with the “CHANNEL”
switch. The light is amber
when channel 1 is selected,
red when channel 2 is
selected.

The drive (“How Much”) and
output level (“How Loud”)
of each channel are adjustable
with the slotted potentio-
meter controls in the top of
the unit. These can be turned
with your thumbnail, or a
guitar pick.

The “How Far” control pro-
vides extra gain in Channel 2.
If turned up all the way, the
circuit will become unstable,
and random oscillations will
occur. Reverend Willy likes
random oscillations. The rest
of us will probably want to
keep this backed off a little.

Placement
The Billybox ships in what
we call “reactive” mode. In
this mode, it interacts with
your pickups, allowing it to
“clean up” from the guitar’s
volume control. However,
putting other pedals (or
wireless systems) between the
Blackstone and the guitar will
result in thin, harsh tone at
high Drive settings. You can
get away with putting a wah
in front, if you don’t use it
with the Drive controls near
maximum. But if you want
to put other pedals in front
of it, you’ll probably want
to switch the Blackstone
into “buffered” mode.
(See next page.)

The Blackstone Billybox™ is a special version of the
Blackstone Mosfet Overdrive, tweaked to suit the
preferences of Billy F. Gibbons.

One of BFG’s favorite tricks with the original
Mosfet Overdrive was to goose up the internal gain
calibration adjustment to the point where the circuit
was on the verge of becoming unstable. He
requested that Blackstone make him a version of
the pedal with the calibration control on the outside.
We’ve done that, and made the control only active
in one channel, so that you can get back to the
stock Blackstone sound with the
click of a footswitch.

No animals were harmed in the development of
the Blackstone Billybox, though the nerves of one
or two cocktail waitresses were badly frayed.



Input mode
There is an internal switch
that puts the pedal into
“buffered mode”, allowing the
pedal to be placed anywhere
in the signal chain, even while
set to high Drive settings.

The switch protrudes from the
left-hand side of the circuit
board, and can be toggled
with a pen or screwdriver.

Even if you don’t need to use
buffered mode, you may want
to try it sometime. It has a
slightly different feel, and,
with some guitars, you
might prefer it.

Modifications
The pedal comes adjusted to the
recommended internal settings.
The following is for electronics
geeks and obsessive types.

There are two trim pots you
can adjust (gently) with a
jeweler’s screwdriver. The
trimmers adjust the baseline
“How Far” gain for both
channels. “GN 2” works on all
frequencies, “TRBL” just con-
trols the highs, so you can
adjust EQ by balancing the
two. These are in parallel with
Channel 2’s “How Far” con-
trol, so turning them up will
make the effect of that control
less noticable.

The Presence Limiting
Capacitor is a socket-
mounted user-replaceable
capacitor that controls the
very high frequencies. 330pF
is standard. A smaller value
(220pF or 100pF) would add
presence. A 470pF would cut
presence. Ceramic caps are
fine. The leads on the cap
should be .025" (.6mm) or
less in diameter.



Power Adaptor
The Billybox may be powered by
a 9VDC adaptor. It accepts a
2.1 x 5.5mm plug, with the center
negative (like Boss, Ibanez, etc.). The
connector must have a plastic barrel
that extends over the metal parts, or
it may short out to the case. If an
adaptor doesn’t seem to work,
disconnect it immediately, and check
the polarity and that it outputs
DC (not AC). Current consumption
is about 17mA.

Battery
An alkaline battery will provide about
30 hours of operation. Unplugging
the input connector turns off the
battery; the bypass switch does not.
It is normal for the lid to be a tight
fit when a battery is installed.
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